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Charter of the Conference of Asian University Presidents 
 
With the express intent of formalizing dialogue amongst Asian universities on the 
significance of Asia in a globalizing world, of establishing a cooperative network of 
universities that can contribute to the development of the Asian region in the 21st 
Century, and of affirming the importance of Asia to Kyushu University, the First 
Conference of Asian University Presidents was inaugurated and hosted by Kyushu 
University in December 2000. The Conference was hosted by Kyushu University in 
2001, by Pusan National University, in 2002, and by Chulalongkorn University with the 
cooperation of Mahidol University and Thammasat University, in 2003. 
 
Through the activities of the Conference, mutual trust and respect among participating 
institutions have been enhanced. The number of participating universities has increased 
every year and for the 2004 Conference twenty-six institutions will be represented. The 
growth in the number of participants indicates the importance that is attached to 
developing relationships among universities of the region. 
 
With the purpose of further developing the Conference and activating joint research and 
student exchange programs among Asian Universities, the Charter of the Conference of 
Asian University Presidents is hereby established. 
 
(Objectives of the Conference) 
Article 1.  The Conference of Asian University Presidents was inaugurated in 2000, 
having ascribed central importance to contributing to the sustainable development of the 
Asian region. With the objective of establishing new collaborative relations and forming 
a network among Asian universities, the Conference facilitates dialogue between Asian 
universities on matters pertaining to education, research university-industry partnership, 
university management, and increasing interchanges between staff and students among 
participating universities, as well as other themes agreed upon by participants. 
 
(Action Programs) 
Article 2.  With a view to enhancing educational and research exchanges, the 
Conference will discuss specific plans such as joint research activities; student exchange 
programs and credit transfer schemes; training programs for researchers; and the 
development of joint courses. 
 
(Participating Universities) 
Article 3.  1. The full members in the Conference will be determined by the Oversight 
Committee, which is defined in Article 6. 
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2. The associate members can also participate in the Conference even if they are not 
from the Asian region if they are invited by the Oversight Committee. 
 
(Branch Office) 
Article 4.  The participating universities in the Conference may agree bilaterally to 
establish Branch Offices. Branch Offices shall have the following purposes: 
 
(1) constructing a database of the research activities of their university in order to 
promote joint research projects and at the same time exposing the research 
achievements of Asia to the world; 
 
(2) providing a focal point for the exchange of researchers and students and also 
providing effective assistance to visiting researchers and students; 
 
(3) and, to publicize the partner university and to help recruit students and researchers. 
 
(Expenses) 
Article 5.  With regard to the expenses of hosting the Conference, a MOU is 
determined separately. 
 
(Oversight Committee) 
Article 6.  1. For the purpose of coordinating the Conference management, an 
Oversight Committee of the Conference of Asian University Presidents (hereinafter 
referred to as the Oversight Committee) will be established. The secretariat of the 
Oversight Committee will be set up at Kyushu University. The term of the secretariat is 
four years and is renewable. 
 
2. With regard to the universities that constitute the Oversight Committee, a MOU is 
determined separately. 
 
(Hosting the Conference) 
Article 7.  In principle, the Conference is to be held every two years. In a year when 
the Conference is not being held, a symposium on a specific field may be convened. 
 
(Contact Person) 
Article 8.  For the purpose of facilitating communication, full members shall nominate 
one contact person. In principle, the contact persons shall meet at the symposium on a 
specific field in a year when the Conference is not being held. 
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Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
on the Funding of the Conference of Asian University Presidents 

 
 
This MOU sets out the basis upon which the parties have agreed to collaborate in the 
matter of the Funding of the Conference of Asian University Presidents. 
 
According to Article 5 of the Charter of the Conference of Asian University Presidents, 
the funding of the Conference of Asian University Presidents is to be settled as follows: 
 
1. In principle, the host university shall bear the expenses of managing the Conference. 
 
2. As for the travel and accommodation expenses for the full and associate members, the 
host university can adopt any of the following: 
 
(1) The host university bears all expenses; 
(2) The host university limits to one person whose expenses are born by the host 
university; 
(3) The full and associate members bear their own expenses; 
(4) The full and associate members bear the travel costs and the host university bears 
the accommodation expenses; or 
(5) The Oversight Committee divides the full and associate members into groups and 
the host university bears all or a part of the expenses according to the groups. 
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Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)  
on the Oversight Committee of the Conference of Asian University Presidents 

 
 
This MOU sets out the basis upon which the parties have agreed to collaborate in the 
matter of the Oversight Committee of the Conference of Asian University Presidents. 
 
According to Article 6 of the Charter of the Conference of Asian University Presidents, 
the Oversight Committee of the Conference of Asian University Presidents (hereinafter 
referred to as the Oversight Committee) is to be settled as follows: 
 
1. The Oversight Committee shall discuss the theme of the Conference, associate 
members, and other related matters pertaining to the Conference. In addition, the 
Oversight Committee shall be responsible for the organization of the biennial 
symposium. 
 
2. The Conference shall at its biennial meeting appoint an Oversight Committee.  
 
3. All full members of the Conference shall be eligible for nomination to the Oversight 
Committee. The Oversight Committee will be limited to not more than nine members.  
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