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I attended a cultural engagement conference in Hong Kong University of 
Science and Technology, or HKUST from 22nd to 28th in June 2014. HKUST is a public 
university and has been viewed as one of the top research universities in the world. 
The number of international students is a great deal, so it is not unusual at all that 
you hear people speak English on campus while Hong Kong locals speak Cantonese as 
their first language. The discussion we had in this program required English 
competency to share your ideas with your members in your group. By experiencing this 
intercultural program, I was inspired by the people and got to grow myself. I strongly 
would like to recommend this program to Kyushu University students who are 
interested in making friends, improving your English, practicing presentation, 
enlightening yourself, etc. I am purely sure that this program was worthy. 

GCEC members consisted of around 60 people from a lot of regions; China, 
Taiwan, Korea, USA, Australia, etc.  We were divided in to 4 groups, and each group 
was assigned one topic to talk about. We talked about the topic with our own views in a 
circle. I found it interesting because we had different opinions depending on the 
cultures we had and I got to interact with people who study different subjects from 
mine.  After that, we made teams of 3 to 4 people and were given 2 days to submit a 4 
pages of paper about which we would make a presentation at the last day of the 
program. We had a facilitator revise our paper for better content. Though our team did 
not have native English speakers, I was able to take initiative in assembling my group 
in which we talked about gender role.  
 Surprisingly, it was organized only by students in HKUST who aimed for 
integration between local and non-local students in school. They made the program 
enjoyable for all the participants. Ice breaking orientation was held on the first and 
second days of the program, and we built up our teamwork thanks to the organizers’ 
preparation. They also organized city hunt where participants travel around some 
checkpoints in Hong Kong. Some facilitators involved in the discussion and they made 
our conversation deep while I found it fun and relaxing. Looking at the organizers’ 
engagement toward this program, I was inspired by their ambition and perspiration, 
and I thought I should pay more attention to better school life of international students 
back in Kyushu University because I have been working as a supporter of JTW in 
school. 

GCEC in HKUST is the best program to broaden your view to be an 
internationally understanding individual. The people coming from academically strong 
universities have unique and interesting viewpoints. The discussion actually consists 
of just one part of this program. You would know how people think and have your 
opinions about it naturally whenever you are with them. It was interesting because I 
interacted with people whose major is totally different from mine, and exchanged our 
ideas about anything. I had the best roommates ever and was bale to travel around 
Hong Kong, too. Finally I would like to thank all the people I met there.   


