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Let’s fjoim
clubs and cirelesl

University life outside the classroom gives
students an opportunity to not only broaden
their horizons but also to develop a greater
range of multifaceted interests. To this end,
there are over 100 clubs and circles on campus
that enrich the social and cultural
understanding of Kyushu University students,
influencing a wider community and ultimately
contributing to the internationalization of the
university.
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What is
the differemnee®

In general, “clubs” are officially supported by
the university, and hence, are charged with the
mission of representing the university in outside
tournaments, competitions, and contests. With
that aim in mind, "clubs"” tightly organize their
activities and practices. Therefore, their
activities are more competitive compared to

yy/hose of "circles".




l Introduction

2Th|ngs

to know

Words 3

'I' (0] I( NOW ~rlor2

List of
~Clubs and

Clrcles



Key Information,

1. Senpai-Kohai System

A Confucian value that defines Japanese club
culture is called the “senpai-kohai system”.

Senpai can be translated as “senior”, while kohai is
“junior”. This system is a two-way relationship; the
senpai is expected to mentor the kohai and take
responsibility for their performances, while the
kohai is expected to show more respect and behave
more politely when senpais are around. An example
of this system can be easily spotted at drinking
parties and gatherings where kohai pours senpai’s
beers and senpai usually gives more treats
financially.

2. Membership Fee

® @ ® ® @ o ©® ® @ @

Club or circle members are sometimes expected to
pay a membership fee, which is used for financing
the activities or to run the club/circle community.

This fee varies between clubs/circles and ranges

between 2,000 - 5,000 yen per month.
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Difference between

a club and a circle”
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1. Administrative Structure

Club activities are recognized as clubs after clearing
various conditions such as being approved by the
university and having an advisor, while circles are
organizations that students set up on their own.

2. Activities

Club activities are aimed at achieving results in order to
represent the university in competitions. Circles, on the
other hand, are organizations in which students decide
the content of their activities on their own initiative, so
there is a wide range, from those that emphasize fun to
those that focus on results.

3. Frequency of Activities

In clubs, activities are frequent like extracurricular
activities in high school, in principle, students practice
almost every day. On the other hand, circles tend to be more
flexible, with participation being optional or infrequent.
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4. Location of Activities

Many club activities are supported by universities or
companies and can use university practice grounds. Circles
often rent practice spaces from local governments, etc.,
and may not be able to use university practice spaces.

S. Activities expenses
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The university subsidizes club activities affiliated with
athletic associations, but not circles. Circles are mainly
collected from club members.
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6. Accredited: 253
Non-Accredited: JE 22
Official Clubs (288% — 7 JL): Official clubs meet specific

criteria set by the university, such as establishment
duration and membership numbers.

Unofficial Clubs (FEAQAZY —2TJL): Unofficial clubs are
formed by friends with common interests. They operate
freely and can include people outside the university
community.




How to Join

Clubs and Circles

1. Contacting
a desired club

Once you have found a club you are interested in
and their contact email address/SNS account, the
next step would be to send them an email/message
stating your intention to join. Club managers and
circle members usually understand messages
written in English; however, writing in simple
Japanese may get you more attention. A sample
email written in Japanese followed by an English
translation is on the next page. In this email, a

freshman named Tom is sending an email to a circle
called “KUIFA”.

\

——

—

2. Go and participate in
their activities

Usually from April to May, clubs/circles welcome
new students to discover their activities without an
appointment.

If you find information about welcome events for
new students or a trial period on their social media
or website, you can go to the site and join them
without sending them a message in advance.




<Sample Email> <<
Subject:
EMEMEL kL

Body:
KUIFA
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X=IJL. iamtometomtom.jp

EBEES: 000-111-2222

<Emglish Translation>
Subject
Joining KUIFA, Tom

My name is Tom, a Bl international student at the
School of Engineering at Kyushu University.

|l am sending this email because | found KUIFA in
the Kyushu University Student Clubs and Circles
guidebook, which made me very interested in your
activities.

|l would like to participate in KUIFA activities once
and would appreciate it if you could tell me when
and where | can go.

If possible, | would like to get a reply in English
because my Japanese is not so good.
Looking forward to hearing from you.

Best Regard,

Tom
School of Engineering at Kyushu University, Bl
Email: iamtometomtom.jp

Phone number: 000-111-2222
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= (Senpai)

“Seniors.” Someone who is older in age or grade.

% (Kohai)

“Juniors.” Someone who is younger in age or grade.

MsE (Keigo)

“Honorific speech.” A respectful way of speaking
from kohai to senpai, coaches and teachers.

#E (Shinkan)

“A welcome event.” A welcome party or event for
new club members.

BRHE (Nomikai)
“A drinking party”

f1I5LIF (Uchiage)

“A celebration party.” Usually with drinking.

D (Ogori)

To treat someone. It is more common for a “Senpai”
to treat a “Kohai.”




&1 (Gasshuku)

“Training camp” ‘\%
ZEIEHAS (Ensei Shiai) \@

“An away match”

BEE (Kantoku)

“Head coach”

N*—2%— (Manager)

A club member who is in charge of taking care of
equipment, members' fitness, performance records,
etc.

12AL Y —2J) (In-kare Circle)

“Inter-college circle.” A circle that consists of
members from several different universities.
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participafing in a particulaf sport or art. Becoming: .
a member allows you to learn ip’?e about and ) “
practice the Japanese language and culture by

following many traditions and experiencing intense
yet fun senpai-kohai relationships!

XJoining-a €lub, or circle is nc




Require apanese
language proficiency

Clubs and Circle are built on connections and
communication.

7
K
Because of this, some international students may
feel unsure about what level of Japanese is
required.
o help you understand, we have divided the
=S

required Japanese level into three categories
below. Please use this as a reference! -
Japanese | Basic greetings are enough (around JLPT NS5 level).
Many members can speak English or are eager to
practice English.

It's an environment where everyone can enjoy
activities regardless of language ability.

Japanese | You can understand basic Japanese (around JLPT N4
_i_k_l.l.lj_._LJLZ,J' : level).

You are able to understand everyday conversations.
— but the atmosphere is supportive and welcoming,
and everyone is happy to enjoy activities together.

J".P““ese |You are expected to communicate in Japanese at nearly
(. . the same level as native speakers (around JLPT N3

level).

You need to understand casual Japanese as well as
conversations using polite language (keigo).
Members do not usually speak English, so
communication in Japanese is required.

If you feel very anxious about communicating in

’ Japanese, this environment may feel challenging.




L ist of Clubs

American Football
Club (Palookas)
. p-14

Animation
Research Circle
. p-14

Ashihara Karate
. p-14

Birdman Team
. p-15

BluePlanche
(Windsurfing)
. p.15

Calligraphy Club
. p.15

Car Club
. p.15

CHANCE
. p.16

ETOILES
. p.16

Geoscience
Research Club
. p.16

Gymnastics Club
. p.16

Ice hockey
. p.17

Italento
. p.17

iTOP
. p.17

IUPE Badminton
. p.-17

Jazz club
. p-18

Judo
. p-18

Juggling Club(9JUC)
. p-18

Kapua Makana
. p-18

Kendo Club
. p-19

KURT
. p-19

Kyushu University
Chor Akademie
. p.19

Kyushu University
Humanoid Project
. p.19

Legal Research Circle
. p-20

Mandolin Club
. p-20

Men’'s lacrosse club
. p-20

Ouendan
. p-20

Philharmonic Orchestra

. p-21

QART
. p-21

nd Circles

QESS
. p-21

Qucc
. p-21

QUSIS Starting Business

Club
. p.-22

Rakugo Club
. p.-22

Science Fiction Club
. p.-22

Soccer Club
. p.-22

Soft tennis
. p-23

Syorinji Kenpo Kyushu
University

. p-23

Track and Field
. p-23

Triathlon GAIA
. p-23

Ultimate Club - Nick
. p-24

Wadaiko-Kakyou
... p.24

Wandervogel
. p-24

FIWC Kyushu
. p-24

PLANET-Q
. p-25




The contact information is for
the academic year of 2026.
These may be updated yearly, so

®
M@‘r @'““@m please check for the most recent

information on their respective

“mﬁ@wm platform.

American Japanese
Football Club ® skiiis:iivs |

Hello, we are the American football
team, PALOOKAS. We are currently
aiming to overthrow Tohoku
University. We are welcoming
anyone interested to come to see
our practices and games :)

9 palookas.contact@gmail.com

,@Palookusl976 @palookus.kyushu

Animation-

Research-Circle

A EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETDN
Hello! This is the animation 7
research circle, we talk about T
anime, manga, and other Otaku —
interests. We watch anime and Eﬂ
play games in our clubroom. If
you're interested, please come
along!

9 q.aniken@gmail.com
, @q_aniken

ASHIHARA-KARATE

Have you ever heard of karate?
Karate is a Japanese traditional
martial art.

Joining our club will help you
grow mentally and physically.
International students are also
enrolled.

Let's practice together!

9kyushu.u.ashihura@gmuil.com

Y @ashihara2022




Japanese |
rdman eam Skills:Lv2
EEEEEEEEEEEEENNENENEENEN

|

|
Hello everyone! This is a Birdman
Team where students make a 2
hand-made glider. We are building *
our glider every day for the
"Japan International Birdman
Rally" held every summer. Non-
scientific course students are
also welcome!

9 q-birdman@hotmail.co.jp

, @Q_birdman @q_birdman
Blue Planche (Windsurf

Hello, we are windsurfing circle
called Blue Planche. We practice
on the beach, which is about
20min ride by bike from Ito
campus. There are shared
equipment to use.

It’s so fun! See you on the ocean!

gblueplunche@gmuil.com

@blueplunche_grum

Calligraphy Club

A EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEDN
Hello there! We practice
calligraphy and create works once
or twice a week in a Japanese-style
room in Extracurricular Activity
Facility Il. We also do calligraphy
performances at school festivals.
Please enjoy calligraphy with us!
@kyudui_shodo@hofmuil.com

’@kyudaishodo @kyuduishodo

Japanese
Club : Skills:Ly2 |

Hello there! This is a car club.
Our main activities are
preparing the cars and
participating in motorsports

- such as gymkhana, dirt trail, and
rally. Let's enjoy driving and
fiddling with cars together!
gqucc.org@gmuil.com

' @qucc_official @qucc_officiul




CHANCE

Hello! This is a volunteer circle for
elementary school students. Our
concept is to encourage local
elementary school students to think
about their "dreams for the future".
If you like playing with kids, please

join us!

© chance.tsunagari@gmail.com c”ANCQ

,@CHANCE_QED @chance_qed

ETOILES

Hello everyone! We are the cheerleading
club "ETOILES"

We perform at cheerleading
competitions, festivals, and in support
of other clubs' games.

Join us, enjoy cheerleading, and have a
full, complete campus life!

@ kyushuuniversity.etoiles@gmail.com

’ @etoiles_cheer @eioiles_cheer

Geoscience
Japanese
Research Clubf Skills:Lv2 |
]

Hello there! This is a circle which
does various activities related to
geoscience, including astronomy,
minerals, fossils, and weather.

Let’s enjoy geoscience together!

9chiken.informaiion@gmail.com

, @Q_chiken @qu_chiken

Gymnastics club

Hello! We are a gymnastics
club.We practice on
Wednesdays,Fridays,Sundays at
the gym. Our goal is to win the
Seven Universities Athletic
meet. If you are interested in
gymnastics, please join us!!

@kyushu_univ_gymsfu

///




Ice Hockey

Hello, this is an icehockey club.
We have 4 fourth graders, 18
second graders and 15 first
graders. Of course, we are all
beginners!! So, welcome to join
us even if only slightly you care.

, @Quni_icehockey @kyushu_icehockey

ltalento

Nice to meet you! We are a musical
circle "ltalento," the only club
doing musical acts! We make our
own music and script. Please feel
free to contact us!

@q.musicuI.ifalenio@gmuil.com

'@Ifqlen|°0503 @musicul.iiulenfo

iTOP

Members, those who aim for
community development and local
revitalization are taking on a
variety of challenges in iTOP.

We are creating opportunities to
bring students and local people
together in Itoshima, Fukuoka.

9 itopitoshima02@gmail.com

, @qucc_official

Japanese

IUPE Badminton Skills:Lvi

Hi there! We are an international
bunch who love playing
badminton. Everyone’s welcome,
no matter your level. We usually
hold activities on weekends.We
speak English, so it's easy to
connect and have fun!

@iupe_badminion

uuuuuuuuuu
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Jazz club

We play a wide range of jazz
genres. We have a big band and
many small bands. We also have
international students on our
roster. Let's get to know each
other through jazz!
gkyushu_jGZZSS@gmuil.com

, @kyudaijazzken qjazz_rhythmsociety

Why don’t you play Judo? You can
learn the techniques of throwing,
choking, and joint-locking. We
have no club expenses. Please
feel free to join us. Let's spend a
lit life together.

9 kyudaijudo2016@gmail.com

,@kyudaijudo @kyudui_judo

E EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETSNm
We are juggling circle at Kyushu
University. Juggling is so much
fun! It will be your lifelong hobby!
Let's play juggling with us!

Juggling Club(9JUC) ® Jfii007

®9juc.kyushu.l@gmui|.com

y@ninejuc @ninejuc

Kapua makana
HEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETRm
Aloha! This is hula dance circle:
a Hawaiian dance. We wear
Hawaiian costumes and perform
at evenis! We have two members
of international students now, so
don’t worry. Let’'s dance with us!

Ny

9 kyudai.hula@gmail.com
, @kyudaihula kupuumukana.kyudui



Kendo club

Hello ! This is a kendo club where
students practice Kendo . Kendo
practice is so hard that we can't
recommend that you easily try
Kendo. However, if you have an
interest , you should join us!

9 kyushu.university.kendo@gmail.com

Japanese
KURT @ 5iifiiiug |
EEEEN EEEEEEEEER

KURT is a robotics competition
team. We work hard and have fun
building robots for various
competitions and events. Why don't
you join us at KURT and try your
hand at making things?

9 kurt.9dai@gmail.com
’@kurf_Qdui

Kyushu University
Chor Akademie

HE EE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETSRm
This is a male chorus, usually

singing simple, beautiful songs
like canons, hymns and so on. we
sing more than 300 songs a year!!
Join us and sing!!

@ KCA_official@chor-akademie.net
, @KCA_information

Kyushu University
A . Japanese
Humanoid Pro]ecit et i |
EEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEERN
This is a robot production circle. We
mainly produce biped walking robots.
You can learn how to build and how

to move robots by programming. It's a
lot of fun, so let's join us!

[ o e o 9humanoid.9dai@gmui|.com
- 3 @QUHP_9dai




Legal Research Circle

In the Legal Research Circle, we
have discussions about laws.
The content is difficult, but it is
very rewarding when circle
members discuss and find a
satisfactory answer.

https://kyudaisoudan.web.
fc2.com/index.html

’ @QU_hoso

Mandolin Club

Hello! We play Mandolins in
orchestra. Mandolin is a
traditional instrument in Italy.
We practice every weekend for
regular concert held two times a
year. We welcome everyone
regardless of experience for
Mandolin.

@qdai_mundo“n ,@kyudcinunkura

Men’s lacrosse club

BALL ON DOWN TOGO

This is a men’s lacrosse club.

We practice on Ito Campus.

Our goal is to win the first prize in
Japan. Everyone in the club plays
lacrosse seriously.

We are looking forward to meeting
you.

ballenu_kyushu ,@bullena_lux

Japanese

Ouendan (‘ Skills:Lv2

We are Ouendan, a Japanese
o traditional style cheerleading
" team. We mainly go to cheer the
baseball games, lacrosse games,
rugby games, and so on. In
addition, we have special stages
to show our dance, too.

@qdai.endun@gmail.com ’@qdai_endan

@qdai_endan

S rads




Philharmonic Orchestra
A EEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEED
Do you like classical music? If
you like, let's enjoy orchestra
with us!! We practice for the
concert that is held twice a
year. We welcome you!!

@ qdaiphil@gmail.com
@kyudciphil ,@quphil_officiul

Japanese

QART : Skills: Lyl

A BB EERN HE B B EEEEERN
We have a lot of fun events; weekly
croquis meetings, several
exhibitions, museum visits etc.
Every member loves painting. If you
are interested, be free to contact

us! Let's enjoy painting together!

@k—uriclub@live.jp ’@Qarfclub

eq_artclub2024

QESS

E EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETSRm
Hello! This is Q.E.S.S(Kyushu
University English Speaking
Society). Q.E.S.S is divided into 4
sections, speech, debating, guide
and drama. If you are interested
in our club, please contact us!!

9 qu.english.speaking.society@gmail.com

Wequ_ ess

QuCC

AEE EEEEEEEENEEENEENEEENEEENEEEEN
Hello there! This is QUCC, Kyushu
University Cycling Club.
We ride our road bikes every
Wednesday. And we regularly organize
various long-distance riding events.
Come to join us and enjoy road biking
with us!

@ info.qucc@gmail.com
qucc.cycling ’@qucc_2022

nnnnn
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QUSIS (Kyusyu University
Startup Innovation Society)
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETRE

Hello! We're a community of about

60 people who want to start a

business, engineers, finance, etc.

We welcome international

students as well, since about 10

of our club members are currently

foreign nationals!

@ qusis2022@gmail.com

©) @ausis2024 YW @ausis_

Rakugo Club
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESN
What is Rakugo? It is a 400-year-
old tradition of comic storytelling
in Japan. A minimalistic
performance art, Rakugo features
alone storyteller dressed in
kimono, kneeling on a cushion.
Enjoy Japanese culture with us!

9 kyushu.ochiken@gmail.com

@kyudui_ochiken ’@Kyushu_Ochiken

Science Fiction Club

Science fiction, movies, novels,
manga, anime, games, SFX, robots,
TCG...

This is a place where people who
like a wide variety of subcultures
can interact with each other!

@ qsfcomm@gmail.com

, @_Q_S_F_

Soccer club
E B EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEDN

Hi! We practice soccer on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Fridays and weekends.
Some international students play
soccer with us currently. So please
contact us if you are interested! We
look forward to playing soccer with
you!

9 kyushudaigakufe2012@gmail.com

@) kyudaisoccer_official W @kyushu_univ_e
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Hello! We are a soft tennis club.
We usually play tennis on the
tennis courts in the center zone of
the I1to Campus. Please come and
see it once!

9 9dai.softtennis@gmail.com
@9dui.sof11ennis @9dai.sofiiennis.gir|s
y@9daiSofiiennis

Track and field

Japanese |

Soft Tennis Club[. Skills:Lv2

Syorinji Kempo
Kyushu Universiiy[. Skills:Lv2

Japanese

Do you know Syorinji? It's a
Japanese martial art! Not only
you can learn tons of interesting
techniques, but also enjoy
events like travelling or BBQ with
lovely members in our club. Don’t
hesitate and join us!

@qu_shorinji @shorinjiQU

Hello there. We are track and
field team. Our dynamic team
combines serious athletic
training with a supportive,
friendly environment.

We can't wait to meet you and see
what you'll bring to our team.

@kyushu_univ_if ’@kyushu_univ_ff

Japanese

Triathlon GAlAp Skills:Lvi

Hi everyone!

We are the triathlon club, GAIA.
We are practicing swimming, riding
a bicycle and running every day
except Fridays.

All members do their best to
achieve their own goals!

Let’s have fun together!

@fhriaihlon_guiu '@ihriuilon_gaiu



Ultimate club g
apunese
- Nick f Skills:Lvi

Hi! We play ultimate 3 times a week
and our goal is to become one of the
best 4 teams in Japan.

We are all people who started playing
at university, so come and join us!

9 kyushu.nick@gmail.com

@nick_kyudai

z

Wadaiko-Kakyou

Hello there! We are a Japanese
Drum circle.We play Japanese Drum
in Kyushu University festival or
local festivals near Kyushu
University.lt's a lot of fun! Let's
play Japanese drum together!

9 iyudaiwadaiko.kakyou@gmail.com
y @kyudai_wadaiko

Wandervogel

Hello! We do trekking, hiking and
cycling. We often climb mountains
in Fukuoka City and Kyushu, but in
summer we also go on expeditions
to the Japanese Alps. Let's climb
mountains with us!
@q_wander_vogel@yahoo.co.jp

@q_wander_vogel y@q_wander_vogel

Friends International
Work Camp Kyushu(FIWC)

Hello there! This is a volunteer
circle that holds work camps.

Our activities include agricultural
work, educational support,
infrastructure development, and
visits to Hansen's disease
sanatoriums. Let's create the best
memories together!

@fiwc202|@gmui|.com
@fiwckyushu y@fiwckyushu

/77




PLANET-Q < e
HE BB EEEEEEEEEEEEEETRN

Hello! We are creating rockets, space
balloons, or satellites. Through these
activities, we can learn not only
engineering knowledge but also how to
engage many problems with fellows.

@qu_planeiq
,@qu_plunefq

"l really want
to join... but
will they
understand
me?"

f "Hey! Don't be
dshy! Come on in

and join us!"

"Language isn't a
barrier when we
share the same
passion. Just
bring your smile!"

. J
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SCIKyu hMA¥ERLKYEESS

This guide book was made by SCIKyu(Student Committee for the
Internationalization of Kyushu University), an official committee
set up by the university to contribute to the internationalization
through students' initiatives.

We hope this guidebook will be of help for international students
in Kyushu University.

Contact us at scikyu.official@gmail.com, or visit our social media
pages at www.facebook.com/SCIKyu, and
https://www.instagram.com/scikyu.official.




